
 News  Education  Local News  Nation & World  New Mexico

© 2026 Durango Herald | Ballantine Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy

 🔍 Log In ☀ 79°

Bayfield, Ignacio Pride builds
on generations of advocacy
    ✉

Saturday celebration an effort to create visible
LGBTQ+ and two-spirit spaces
By Jessie Bowman Herald Staff Writer
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BAYFIELD – The midday sun is unforgiving. Balloons beside the main stage
sag in the heat and people cluster in patches of shade.

But the excitement surrounding the inaugural Bayfield and Ignacio joint Pride
Celebration beats the heat. People hoot and holler when drag queens and kings
strut through the crowd and younger kids run around with wrists stacked full
of multicolored bracelets.

Organized by Bayfield Queers and the
Ignacio Out and Equal Alliance, the
festival brought together queer
residents, allies and families from
across La Plata County on Saturday.

This year the goal was not only to
celebrate LGBTQ+ identity, but to ensure younger generations see queer adults
being their authentic selves and incorporated within the community,
organizers said.

Pine River Shares and Bayfield Queers activist Kaytlin Harrison said that
during conversations with queer teenagers about what they needed, the teens
said they weren't looking for support groups or specialized programming.

“They just wanted to see queer adults living their lives and being happy,” she
said. “So we’re trying to be as visible as possible.”

That visibility means holding Pride events in public spaces, inviting
community organizations to participate and celebrating queer identity openly,
Harrison said.

“I feel like Pride is one of the first things we've done at Pine River Shares that’s
really making a statement in the community,” she said.

Just five to 10 years ago, an event like this would not have been possible, said
two women from Pagosa Springs wearing broad-brimmed sun hats adorned
with rainbow pins.

Caro Gomez, an artist who grew up in Cortez and has lived throughout
Southwest Colorado her entire life knows this.

“It’s so hard to be queer in a rural community,” said Gomez, who came out in
high school. She attributed much of that difficulty to the conservative culture
and lack of visible LGBTQ+ representation in many rural communities.

“People would try to hit me with their cars on the way home. They would call
me a dyke in the hallway and try to fight me,” she said. “I feel like that happens
to a lot of people. We just don’t really talk about it. And who can you really talk
to about it when you’re the only gay kid in the whole school who’s not too
afraid to come out?”

Gomez said interacting with older queer role models as a teenager was
liberating. Their friendship and unconditional acceptance helped her become
comfortable with herself and her identity.

Today's generation appears more able to be themselves than previous
generations, she said, a change she attributed, in part, to growing visibility and
acceptance.

The work of each generation builds on the efforts of those who came before,
said Trennie Burch, executive director of the Ignacio Out and Equal Alliance.

Seeing the Pride celebration come to life – and seeing LGBTQ+ Native people
represented publicly, including performers from an all-Indigenous drag house
– felt powerful, she said.

Reaching that point took generations of work. Burch credited elders and
community members who created space through small gatherings, advocacy
and relationship-building long before a public Pride celebration in the Pine
River Valley seemed possible.

Now, Burch and other Indigenous LGBTQ+ advocates are working to continue
that legacy and build a community that young people feel proud to inherit.

“I want our youth to be able to say, 'Yes, we’re going to do this. We’re not
afraid. We’re going to carry this forward,'” she said. “Eventually, I want to
hand this over to them and say, ‘This was built for you. Keep it going and build
it for the next generation.’”
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About 300 people attended the inaugural Bayfield and Ignacio joint Pride
Celebration on Saturday in Bayfield as Mr. E performs. (Jerry McBride/Durango
Herald)
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About this series
Just as social norms ebb and flow over time,
so do community spaces. This Pride Month
series explores how queer spaces across La
Plata County are changing and what those
changes mean for the people who find
belonging, support and identity within them.
Wednesday: How the closure of Starlight
Lounge, a popular bar for the LGBTQ
community, has impacted the social fabric of
the queer community.
Friday: The Indigenous queer community is
working to change attitudes about the queer
community on the reservation.
Today: The towns of Bayfield and Ignacio
jointly celebrate Pride Month.



Alexandra Green watches performances during the
inaugural Bayfield and Ignacio joint Pride Celebration on
Saturday in Bayfield. (Jerry McBride/Durango Herald)
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Pachun Collins, Jr, Miss Indian Colorado, a Ute Mountain Ute tribal member
from Towaoc, tips one of the performers during the inaugural Bayfield and
Ignacio joint Pride Celebration on Saturday in Bayfield. (Jerry
McBride/Durango Herald)
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Some of the vendors during the inaugural Bayfield and Ignacio joint Pride
Celebration on Saturday in Bayfield. (Jerry McBride/Durango Herald)
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Residents celebrated the inaugural Bayfield and Ignacio joint Pride Celebration
on Saturday in Bayfield. (Jerry McBride/Durango Herald)



Ferris Fire resources
focused to west Dolores
Rim to fight spread,
protect homes
Jul 2, 2026

Photos: A rich meal
Jul 2, 2026

Durango residents share
concerns, excitement for
Camino Crossing
underpass
Jul 2, 2026

Around the Web

My Garden Had No

Hummingbirds for

Years-then I Hung One

of These Up

By Peoasis

Protein Isn't Enough -

Here's What Really

Builds Muscle After 60

By ApexLabs

This Bison Bottle Is

the Ideal Choice for

Every Collector

By imgainting

6 Surefire Ways to

Attract Hummingbirds

to Your Yard

By Peoasis

This 250th

Anniversary Flag

Wreath is Everywhere

By Peoasis

Tired of High AC Bills?

People in Colorado

Are Using This

Portable Cooler

Instead

By Peoasis

I Bought This Air

Conditioning. Now I

Never Leave My Room

By Ribili

Cardiologists: 1/2 Cup

Before Bed Burns

Belly Fat Like Crazy!

Try This Recipe!

By Health Weekly

Dermatologists Say

This Drugstore Gem Is

All You Need To

Tighten Wrinkles

By BeautyLoveLaugh

RECENT LOCAL NEWS

Ferris Fire resources focused to
west Dolores Rim to fight spread,
protect homes

Photos: A rich meal

Durango residents share concerns,
excitement for Camino Crossing
underpass

Ballantine Communications, Inc.

Durango Herald

Durango Herald Store

The Journal

The Tri-City Record

DGO

Directory Plus

BCI Media Services

Events

Branded Content

Browse Local Jobs

Careers With Us

Contact Us

News
tip/feedback

Letter to the
Editor

Submit Local
Brief

FAQs

About/History

Report a paper
delivery
issue/suspend
delivery

Advertise with
Us

Staff/Contact

Find Us

Facebook

Twitter

E-Edition

Instagram

RSS

Alexa

Subscribe

Choose from several print and digital
subscription packages

Get The Herald

Newsletter Signup

Sign up for our daily email newsletter
or to receive breaking news delivered
to your inbox:

email@domain.com

https://www.durangoherald.com/categories/education
https://www.durangoherald.com/categories/local-news
https://www.durangoherald.com/tags/nation-world
https://www.durangoherald.com/new-mexico
https://www.durangoherald.com/
https://ballantinecommunicationsinc.com/
https://www.durangoherald.com/terms-of-use
https://www.durangoherald.com/privacy-policy
https://www.durangoherald.com/
https://www.durangoherald.com/articles/bayfield-ignacio-pride-builds-on-generations-of-advocacy/#
javascript:newzware_showLogin()
https://www.durangoherald.com/
https://www.durangoherald.com/tags/gays-and-lesbians
https://www.durangoherald.com/tags/native-american
https://www.durangoherald.com/tags/ute-mountain-ute-indian-tribe
https://www.durangoherald.com/tags/southern-ute-indian-tribe
https://www.durangoherald.com/tags/bayfield
https://www.durangoherald.com/tags/lgbt
https://www.durangoherald.com/author?q=Jessie%20Bowman
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=3&ntv_ui=725980db-f9c2-4421-9baa-00e1e4ad7807&ntv_a=Gj4JASQxpA_e0PA&ntv_fl=6Oo13T_EOvFE3ykbburwzBHdShIa01p8AtW6WBh2LVAfDUfpxrMlNiywtPjhMrb0R5-UncULQDWFXQ1WFVIoEGZX3I_cVtwneIforwaYPra-I6OgGeREenuI5TCZIF6rlhmd_abc9Jt_b_Ubxpt5H8hVvkl7ytyuZ3watDQzkvT0PN5jJkZXTEL88IaAbwtTO6d6U70Z26wu-r2DsXzyZtGuOJtLEmb2Vp4anp7TbrFY3M5hGg0qfIRB85u74VVFhJx9ftAH2XtAyhEUvFoQZ4A99_gfLWDxPuCOHD7kxV5SG8yfatD_bWxQ69aFj0ZbrKTUuuM7AveqLeadCzkmBA-37Ls3_0OGeQTsXcKv_ebJjOs92Y0inPzmdDW37WwMPYVDEfGM_hpxrbrbnEfApg==&ord=-398125455&ntv_ht=vddGagA&prx_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.durangoherald.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fsearch_dates%3Dall%26category%3DEverything%26search_sort_by%3Ddate%26q%3Dbayfield%2Bpride&ntv_rad=16&ntv_r=https%3A%2F%2Fpaid.outbrain.com%2Fnetwork%2Fredir%3Fp%3Dx_tlMinI_btHewk-M3-DtfTP02euQdonNVNf84kLWP4K-lzXYLEbibhpmZBj66Nr8VcAg2Tos8iUANks_CeyxMm4fTgt1ZyEyYf8-8SuTR2Am9vbPdxst_gzXLyb_6iWiFgso1npzxXRo6CAiZl5hIjCCIGXKZH0Ddl-YiE2bTzWSntp-Q8AQU5rWimPW3cZIoG32CuccY9jDsB7xsh1e06wdmEZorE-fvEYtf8htOhR0Opr3GwNHnIq_oHrdtYwXy3cDuGDRikHgUr8IvkEpmbSq4AEgU9kOIUEAznQY9hPp-SfArwXF5HN8138U1Omx-XYXdtG27zuPKFjAGW7hH727h4eMbNXLJKtsvTq5cjHrnu0pnXJpkC_mPGSc2gwNCq8j9YHgVsOKZb9NcRz811kdrHGVWy-Fiy5gMf-0pRXC_bg-Os_EMa-svk6g0OluvvlWBvWB6y7LISydKBbL8Ordss-ulEQYJK-NZfsdPxO1hhNHqRF70uyO-teifEq5SaX2l2akfND7Qzg00pVdtmBFcpb3HuN0QktBCxMkCzlFoq70R5_jVxGGQOJzsRe79szmM6CFviQjqeHQ1x56ihRFmCrwAQ2B4ka01uo64YV1OV8E_OWUSrFx3_Wykgdiy8p_PZLHV9CKIAo6Jl4Knru98zIT79Jq2StgoJkjaWE5puitxcFz7TQWvZZieW5tmsPLetg5ad8gFGxz72my69I47x7ggR8-RFmfEB3Bx-IdTVeCoTCWmFHx92YthI8iJtvTk6eJhXWjRiA1qA62TdG2_I358TgepI83H-4wNJBuDCa6CXrIyhJeeZ45FNS-_Sf051JI7_erYb0bVx5_eF4gRtX-627B5Pkx7bL1UbWhbF5YTr39saveLYiIxsLyEt-oXjwhNw3Ku7GxNWJ1Iwtq8vm9UOCGsBaM3vVrZn1WHosrfqKGQrm8RArJMlj49o3xE6YVKNBgmlTDnhaRg%26c%3D544c8a3f%26v%3D4
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=3&ntv_ui=725980db-f9c2-4421-9baa-00e1e4ad7807&ntv_a=Gj4JASQxpA_e0PA&ntv_fl=6Oo13T_EOvFE3ykbburwzBHdShIa01p8AtW6WBh2LVAfDUfpxrMlNiywtPjhMrb0R5-UncULQDWFXQ1WFVIoEGZX3I_cVtwneIforwaYPra-I6OgGeREenuI5TCZIF6rlhmd_abc9Jt_b_Ubxpt5H8hVvkl7ytyuZ3watDQzkvT0PN5jJkZXTEL88IaAbwtTO6d6U70Z26wu-r2DsXzyZtGuOJtLEmb2Vp4anp7TbrFY3M5hGg0qfIRB85u74VVFhJx9ftAH2XtAyhEUvFoQZ4A99_gfLWDxPuCOHD7kxV5SG8yfatD_bWxQ69aFj0ZbrKTUuuM7AveqLeadCzkmBA-37Ls3_0OGeQTsXcKv_ebJjOs92Y0inPzmdDW37WwMPYVDEfGM_hpxrbrbnEfApg==&ord=-398125455&ntv_ht=vddGagA&prx_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.durangoherald.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fsearch_dates%3Dall%26category%3DEverything%26search_sort_by%3Ddate%26q%3Dbayfield%2Bpride&ntv_rad=16&ntv_r=https%3A%2F%2Fpaid.outbrain.com%2Fnetwork%2Fredir%3Fp%3Dx_tlMinI_btHewk-M3-DtfTP02euQdonNVNf84kLWP4K-lzXYLEbibhpmZBj66Nr8VcAg2Tos8iUANks_CeyxMm4fTgt1ZyEyYf8-8SuTR2Am9vbPdxst_gzXLyb_6iWiFgso1npzxXRo6CAiZl5hIjCCIGXKZH0Ddl-YiE2bTzWSntp-Q8AQU5rWimPW3cZIoG32CuccY9jDsB7xsh1e06wdmEZorE-fvEYtf8htOhR0Opr3GwNHnIq_oHrdtYwXy3cDuGDRikHgUr8IvkEpmbSq4AEgU9kOIUEAznQY9hPp-SfArwXF5HN8138U1Omx-XYXdtG27zuPKFjAGW7hH727h4eMbNXLJKtsvTq5cjHrnu0pnXJpkC_mPGSc2gwNCq8j9YHgVsOKZb9NcRz811kdrHGVWy-Fiy5gMf-0pRXC_bg-Os_EMa-svk6g0OluvvlWBvWB6y7LISydKBbL8Ordss-ulEQYJK-NZfsdPxO1hhNHqRF70uyO-teifEq5SaX2l2akfND7Qzg00pVdtmBFcpb3HuN0QktBCxMkCzlFoq70R5_jVxGGQOJzsRe79szmM6CFviQjqeHQ1x56ihRFmCrwAQ2B4ka01uo64YV1OV8E_OWUSrFx3_Wykgdiy8p_PZLHV9CKIAo6Jl4Knru98zIT79Jq2StgoJkjaWE5puitxcFz7TQWvZZieW5tmsPLetg5ad8gFGxz72my69I47x7ggR8-RFmfEB3Bx-IdTVeCoTCWmFHx92YthI8iJtvTk6eJhXWjRiA1qA62TdG2_I358TgepI83H-4wNJBuDCa6CXrIyhJeeZ45FNS-_Sf051JI7_erYb0bVx5_eF4gRtX-627B5Pkx7bL1UbWhbF5YTr39saveLYiIxsLyEt-oXjwhNw3Ku7GxNWJ1Iwtq8vm9UOCGsBaM3vVrZn1WHosrfqKGQrm8RArJMlj49o3xE6YVKNBgmlTDnhaRg%26c%3D544c8a3f%26v%3D4
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/XQOrIe33V58SCTLXSPwrT17q_JG3TZaBgORSNLiHofAQQIFkBr9pyhw0bJqGZ_a2LUpphdDUkVzc-rUzRvPoZfX-iJVMpBoa2ERwaR2UF2C5m-MFz4zDicurCaawByg3CwuwBJrlwERLELUFKxn2yV5Bi-AswTb73gK0Wh1Oo-KkfyqbmxyGxqm-DFr8qjhxYqtPsuhdohhMXFaHAeos37iEuiqnZ_Aw-uWG1QMnNzb6qna6UYSu-GNTIVfjpByjibHKKGxyWQisLrIxs_08DCJpX4ExrliCcqGWGJX3FftJWGioUTaFV4uLsq5zsLZre3DqZnb1ZcqZKfupqCAWswYkruooPVEPYrw6e9AvLf4LS2RNvBfXJgsWRIMmpDwYruvQZ4kjjSPoBShlu5fEe9lpmIOOQodPhMNmf6z7FWkhQJGAsDSgcORzazp_piUcXs7yrJH7zNsbeTymKoEB5hBVoVE-wOhGlBJUp0tHlfwYmDRcSvgh6mmeiRfvcT73-DB22M5DPeOQgAKoKmHUrZVQtlX3clgu2qAry0cu0g7HvhkcRDr5I-WZ3ysOeT1ADw6Jf9g3rZMpqTmb7lj-M_O2YYDjeroQTdLAZpvoxwij6eQmtkmAQAOQVILlD6CD6dXwhsYPS6owJXTFWOb9y5QOo1NAYBO_GefqFWj49rwYi148etjkeyewKu0GPAfXwGCATkOSmOXoQz8YlpIWe1vIHj55xTdTMQsdzEg2YOURTCDBNd-LY9n5Zp8gM-AINJJjBfqwobIQMZIG4L1tohJDn2m_SwGs-rSripQBgWZbaGLGTVq_o5PMLaiEm_ufrXJoEgOb99K7HZqxF4xl2IGjPQ?p=GgFDML6vm9IGOiQ1MDVhYTczMS03NWU0LTQ2ZTItOGRlYS1kMzNkOWI4YmU4YjBCJGNlMzQzZGY5LTgwZWEtNDkxMS04NTU4LTA3Y2ZmNjgwZWFmN0oLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQ_swLWMqXEWIRZHVyYW5nb2hlcmFsZC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQAQTYAbKO8AGRAkjhehSuR-E_qgIOMTcyLjIyNS4xOTguMzLqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/bK3BgfblOydXF6uCO-PaK6nl0ZuY2gtpM0F1fGCC96AXefQDofLK-OWvK4ETg19drpiXWfiW4Cv-vt5XuhZ1loNf3c5IsKDRkIPovp7y6u6Oue2Q5JQEcnD_Qrg_FKfD-K-mWWxHO2LiUTAoAegl3LF7H0wyzzzPA-PyLjyHgKGEVmDeBYK-W3jnglXEF_e3oIqCPERy8m-h57vj1EshSSffj9-mb-YL6vrgRXQ9k0wE0A8M6Ic7ocGa3jctlmo4PXM9PKc6bXfuLryV6SEV_9j1apQo4OhYUcyQ9e6SLCtlAaBn1w0AjtLI9wf2tkvepWspFJU9ICSPd7leEwbGHpD56Vl-isLhKIhsFl4V7RvsU4hO4T7dS5c_xaqFFeSa8P0LUuGlb38YMLJJ7sddiXRkc0S0lLQQ31IbLRfC8vLZgzwGyvM3VtXdkpYBLt06Xjwaro-_u2fsyF43s6b8409f0manthDRId4iJDoaNR8IiaP6zekJ44n4-lH_QCfMEwY9O-5Qt4xb8YLljSY1gb-eZ14SsZUrQXunQDHUykiZEwRe8b_wGPa8VBauU8Cc_D1h0j72ky29zPkWtm1izI9lqi_t-LvMt26_YHXKSObpzMxKlMOmrODV9NaI8nPPIg_PpD5aLiH6HpeGfrV3ibiaOWf_WfvhlEXUQBuHKzz7MfeczFdqxOp1X3oRtwE8TDAu1Z8oAfU6OZ4O28zU09FsuUy2lwAVyrYrzbZKk-AmVm0qCje3xkLI-ZM9qCFU_HkvZUp8oyEfFPiuvhTUPAw_W-unsDOlyfBfz8ZMmZco?p=GgFDML6vm9IGOiQ1MDVhYTczMS03NWU0LTQ2ZTItOGRlYS1kMzNkOWI4YmU4YjBCJGNlMzQzZGY5LTgwZWEtNDkxMS04NTU4LTA3Y2ZmNjgwZWFmN0oLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQ_swLWMqXEWIRZHVyYW5nb2hlcmFsZC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQAQXYAbKO8AGRAkjhehSuR-E_qgIOMTcyLjIyNS4xOTguMzLqAhIKCXRlc3RfbW9kZRIFZmFsc2XqAhcKDnVwc2NhbGVkX2ltYWdlEgVmYWxzZeoCEQoIZ3JheV9pbXASBWZhbHNl
https://www.durangoherald.com/articles/ferris-fire-resources-focused-to-west-dolores-rim-to-fight-spread-protect-homes/
https://www.durangoherald.com/articles/photos-a-rich-meal/
https://www.durangoherald.com/articles/durango-residents-share-concerns-excitement-for-camino-crossing-underpass/
https://ballantinecommunicationsinc.com/
https://www.durangoherald.com/
https://store.durangoherald.com/
https://the-journal.com/
https://www.tricityrecordnm.com/
https://dgomag.com/
https://directoryplus.com/
https://bcimedia.com/
https://www.durangoherald.com/community-calendar
https://www.durangoherald.com/branded
https://www.4cornersjobs.com/
https://ballantinecommunicationsinc.com/careers
https://www.durangoherald.com/input/new-news-tip
https://www.durangoherald.com/letter-to-the-editor
https://www.durangoherald.com/submit-local-brief
https://www.durangoherald.com/faq
https://www.durangoherald.com/history
https://www.durangoherald.com/input/new-circulation-notice
https://www.durangoherald.com/advertise
https://www.durangoherald.com/contact_us/staff
https://www.durangoherald.com/pathways
https://facebook.com/TheDurangoHerald
https://twitter.com/durangoherald
https://www.durangoherald.com/eedition
https://instagram.com/durango_herald
https://www.durangoherald.com/rss-feeds
https://www.durangoherald.com/pathways#alexa
https://durango.newzware.com/ss70v2/durango/common/template.jsp?skin=DH&init=start&initEdition=DH
https://durango.newzware.com/ss70v2/durango/common/template.jsp?skin=DH&init=start&initEdition=DH

